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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 101004 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL, KS, US, KN 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE TRAVEL OF U.S. TABLE TENNIS TEAM TO NORTH 
KOREA IN 1979 - PRESS GUIDANCE 

1. DEPARTMENT PREPARED FOLLOWING GUIDANCE EOR SPOKESMAN'S 
USE AT APRIL 19 NOON BRIEFING. BEGIN TEXT. 

SUBJECT: NORTH KOREA - PING-PONG 

Q: JAPANESE AND KOREAN PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE 
UNITED STATES TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN INVITED 
TO TAKE PART IN THE 1979 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN PYONGYANG 
AND THAT THEY HAVE ACCEPTED. IS THIS TRUE? 

A: YES. THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS NOTIEIED BY THE US 
TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION'S INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 101004 

AUGUST, 1977 THAT THE ASSOCIATION PLANNED TO SEND A TEAM 
TO THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN NORTH KOREA IN 1979. 

Q: WILL THE UNITED STATES ALLOW THE TEAM TO TRAVEL TO 
PYONGYANG? 

A: NO QUESTION OF PERMISSION ARISES SINCE PASSPORT 
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RESTRICTIONS ON AMERICAN CITIZENS TRAVELLING TO NORTH KOREA 
EXPIRED ON MARCH 18, 1977. 

Q: WHAT ARE THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THIS VISIT? 

DOES THIS REPRESENT A NORTH KOREAN ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE 
ITS RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES? 

A: WE SEE NO POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. 

Q: HAS THE SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT TAKEN THIS MATTER UP 
OR PROTESTED IT TO THE UNITED STATES? 

A: WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH THE SOUTH KOREAN 
GOVERNMENT. (IF ASKED: IE HAVE NO FURTHER INEORMATION. 

I'M NOT PREPARED TO CHARACTERIZE ROKG VIEWS.) END TEXT. 

2. NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED ON SUBJECT AT BRIEEING. 

(EYI) KOREAN MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES HAVE BEEN OUT OE 
WASHINGTON ON TRIP AND WILL RETURN LATE APRIL 19. (END EYI) 

CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ATHLETIC PRESENTATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE101004 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FMISCH:EVC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 68-0504 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780434/aaaabctp.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c75a79aa-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2901465 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE TRAVEL OF U.S. TABLE TENNIS TEAM TO NORTH KOREA IN 1979 - PRESS GUIDANCE 
TAGS: SCUL, OTRA, KS, US, KN 
To: SEOUL 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c75a79aa-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



